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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EIND, EINV, ENRG, VE 

SUBJECT: CLARIFICATION OF STATEMENTS ON ORINOCO TAR BELT 

1 . IN JUNE 24 PRESS BACKGROUNDER ON PEREZ STATE VISIT, 
DEPARTMENT OFFICER WAS ASKED INTER ALIA ABOUT ORINOCO 
TAR BELT. AS ALWAYS THIS WAS SUBJECT OF CONSIDERABLE 
INTEREST BUT WE HAVE ALREADY NOTED SOME TENDENCY TO 
MISINTERPRET WHAT WAS SAID. THIS TELEGRAM IS TO ASSIST 
YOU IN HANDLING ANY QUESTIONS WHICH MAY ARISE. 

2. AT NO RPT NO TIME DID DEPT OFFICER ADDRESS SUBJECT 
OF JOINT EXPLORATION OR DEVELOPMENT OF ORINOCO TAR 
BELT. HE DID DESCRIBE THIS AS GREAT NATURAL RESOURCE 
OF VENEZUELA TO BE DEVELOPED WHEN AND IN MANNER 
VENEZUELA MIGHT CHOOSE. IN DESCRIBING TECHNICAL 
DIFEICULTIES POSED BY VISCOSITY AND IMPURITIES 

OF THE OIL IN QUESTION, DEPT OFFICER SAID THAT USG 
MIGHT BE ABLE ASSIST GOV IN NECESSARY RESEARCH ENTAILED 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THEREBY AND THAT SOME AGREEMENT TO THIS EFEECT COULD 
CONCEIVABLY EMERGE EROM PEREZ VISIT SHOULD VENEZUELANS 
SO REQUEST. 
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